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variety of insanity is marked by great disturbance, emo-
tional and inoral,*which is evinced by restless., though seldom
violentj excitement, ungovernable sexual desire, acts of
wanton mischief, and manifestations of unreasonable vanity.
Any great alteration of the natural disposition during this
period of life ought to be regarded as probably morbid in
its tendencies and must be carefully watched. Constant
sleeplessness at this time should lead to apprehension
regarding the functions of the mind. The 'physical con-
dition is indicated by fitful appetite, general debility, and
anaemia. If the hereditary tendency is not exceptionally
strong, or aggravated by accidental causes, the prognosis
is not unfavourable.

Glimatenc insanity occurs in the male sex between the
ages of 50 and 60, and in the female, between 40 and 50.
It generally assumes the form of melancholia. It is gradual
in its onset, showing itself in sleeplessness, a dread of some
impending (although imaginary) disaster, in religious de-
spondency, hallucinations of the senses, refusal of food and
frequently there is a suicidal tendency. Should excitement
and exaltation occur5 they are of short duration. This
form of insanity is usually associated with great emaci-
ation and anaemia. In the majority of cases, the prognosis
is unfavourable, and when recovery does not*take place
within one or at most two years, the ease ends in dementia.

Senile insanity is a form of dementia, which comes on
gradually in persons who have passed through the earlier
periods of life without any signs of mental aberration; but
who break down in old age. Its chief characteristic
features are ; loss of memory, fits of slight excitement, and
whimsical sentiments. He is quarrelsome, and argument-
ative, but there is a gradual accession of a decided dementia.
Occasionally there are remissions, which are sometimes
very short, but at others so prolonged, as to amount prac-
tically to recovery. Sometimes the nervous system breaks
down rapidly, in which case there is usually a marked
likeness in the symptoms to those of general paralysis
of the insane. In both, the mental and physical conditions,,
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